Cpl James W Killoran
3rd Tyneside Scottish
Regimental No. 22/930
Killed in Action in France July 1st 1916
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James William Killoran was born in 1896 at Cambois in Northumberland.  In 1911, he was living at West Sleekburn a village near to Bedlington, aged 15, and employed as a pony driver in the coal mines. His father was Thomas Killoran, a coal miner, who was born in County Sligo, Ireland.  His mother, Elizabeth Ann, was born in Bedlington.  James William Killoran enlisted in the army at Blyth, Northumberland.  At the time of his death, aged 20, he was in the 3rd Tyneside Scottish Northumberland Fusiliers.

James William Killoran was killed in action on July 1st 1916.  This was the first day of the Battle of the Somme, an offensive which took place between July 1st and ended 18th November 1916.  July 1st was the worst day in the British Army, in terms of casualties, when they suffered 57,470 casualties including 19,240 deaths.  James William Killoran was one of these deaths.
At the time of his death James William Killoran was a Corporal and he was buried at Belcourt Cemetery, Belcordel-Becourt, France.  His father, Thomas Killoran, is mentioned in the UK, Army Registers of Soldiers Effects.   

The above photo of James William Killoran, who had no known connection to the Johnstone family, came into the procession of Derek Johnstone a number of years ago.  Following the establishment of the NEWMP it was decided to publish the information about this very brave person. 
Derek Johnstone will return the original photograph to any relatives of James William Killoran if they wish to make contact. 
